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On 14th February 1883 Daniel Gurteen (lll) and Caroline
celebrated their 50th (Golden) Wedding Anniversary.



To celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary Daniel and Caroline
paid for this building to be built for the people of Haverhill.

| t0s gone through
changes since it was first built.




These photos show Daniel and Caroline laying the foundation stones on
11 April 1882. Look for the stones either side of the main entrance.



Constructed 1882 - 1883

Architect : Mr E.Sharman of
Wellingborough

Builder: Mason & Sons, Haverhill




A Walter Mason entering his yard in the
High Street

A Walter Mason

A Walter Mason with his employees

A Edward Marriott Green, his neighbour

and stonemason



There were huge celebrations
when the Town Hall was
opened 18 months later on
2nd August 1883.

OPENING OF
THE HAVERHILL TOWN HALL.

The very handsome and ¢ gtly building which Mr.

Daniel Gu‘t: en has 80 gele rously erecteid at Lis own ex-
petnse, for the be xw—ﬁt of the inhabitants of Haverhill.
Glene Jd amicst greal vaHlt]Xl" on Tues ay. The
streets, which were gay with flags and bunting, were
1}_»:;;;_-_@1 with the townspeopl: and visitors from the
surronnding district, and throughout the town the occa-

sion was obsorved as a general holiday., The new Town
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Why did Daniel and Caroline build the Town
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(Cheers,) We have lived ves among our
workpeople and neighbours—(cheers)—and we hope to
join in many a pleasant gathering in this hull, because
we feel sure that the more we meet together as towns.
people in various kinds of entertalnment or in public
effort for the common good, the more the social,
intellectual, snd religious life of the town will be
enriched and enlarged, and we shall become more

rogressive as & community, (Applause.)

The hall was intended to serve the social

wellbeing ofthistownand nei ghbour hoc
providing a place where inhabitants could

meet éeirr ed peet,@arty wrecreed .

| t should beé.
A A place for peopleto  meet together to
enjoy 0 h i ajabs lectures, concerts and

wholesome recreations of various t ypes 0

A A place where social chasms could be
overcome.

A An educational centre

A A place that creates and fosters a healthy
public spirit.
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The building was
expected to cost
between £4000 - £5000

‘\‘\

in its arrangement, The cost is expected to be between
four and five thowsand pounds., Mr. Gurteen’s
liberality has npot stopped short at the mere shell of a
building, but has allowed of a etyle of treatment,
without and within, which, while free from
extravagance, satisfies the eye with a sufficient
variely of form and colour, and seems to
leave mnothing to be desired in the way of
adornment., Theground floor of the building is about

The organ cost
between £600 - £700

isu;'vpon here. An organ, to cost six or seven
hundred pounds, is in course of construction, and will
be the contribution of Mr, D. Gurteen, jun,, to the

fittings of the hall. An arched recess is left for it at
the back of the orchestra, and it is exgected to be put
] 2

yosition there sometime duriog the winter, The
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On the ground floor were rooms

for: [ iront porch. On the ground floor there are reading,
| chess, committee, lecture, and billiard rooms, with a

V a CounC” Chamber large Ritchen, and auple lavatory accommodation for

lzdies and gentlemen. The rooms are all heated by hot

V read|ng water, the apparatns for which was supplied and fitted
by Messis. 1:oad < wnd Son. The gas fitting has been
V IeCture (‘urrie«i.uut H) .}.'.c.-'.~.l.~‘. H:trt., Sun, and Pearid. Part of
thie mwain root is finisbhed with a smull gable, set back
V Chess from ’Lhc‘f!unt main wall,  The windows are glazed with
(‘::‘h«;ah‘:ti g‘.:ls.s of varions tints. ThC carving has ])8611
V b|”|ards exceuted i'}' Mr. B:‘tl'ﬁr](], of Lelcester. T!ne wooldwork
was done by Mr. Atterton, of Haverhill, DMessrs,
V a k|tchen Mason and Green, of Haverhill, were the builders, and

thiey bave carried out their contract in a most creditable

V tOlIetS niauner.




built with native red brick and bathstoue dressings. The
main ball, which is on the first floor, and is approached
from thie porch by means of two broad and substantial
ouk staircases, is 72ft. long by 38ft. wide, and 33ft. high.
Itis a handsome and spacious room, The roof, which is of
polished deal boards; isin the form of a decagon, the
curved ribsof thie principalsspringing from Coveshill stone
corbels 10ft. from the floor. A panelled oalt dado 6ft.
high is carried round the walls. Eight dormersin the roof
give light and ventilation, and these are supplemente:d
by Hill and Hey’s well-known ventilators. A large
orchestra at one end is approached by two flights of
steps from the body of the hall, At the opposite enl is
+ large gallery, running over the entrance hall. Behind
his 1s a smwall room, with an criel window above the
iront porch. On the ground floor there are reading,

V The main hall was 30m
long, 12m wide, 10m high

V The roof is In the form of a
decagon

V There Is oak panelling 2m
high around the walls

V There were 8 dormer
windows to give light and
ventilation




The main hall was quite something.

At the back of
the stage Is the
organ which
was given to the
town by Daniel
Gurteen |V.

(It is now in The
Mechanical
Music Museum.)
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This photo of
the hall upstairs
shows what it
looked like In
1891 when
Haverhill was
presented with
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Spot the difference

When it was built
there were eight
dormer windows for
light and ventilation .
These were long
gone by the time the
building became the
Arts Centre




Spot the difference

The main entrance
has undergone many
changes .
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